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A step into the atomic age
FERMI ENRICO
Fermi Enrico (1901 to 1954),
Italian - U.S.theoretical physicist, one
of the chief architects and pioneers of
the nuclear age . He discovered the ef-
fectiveness of the "slow" neutron in
producing artificial disintegration of the
atom.
Fermi was born in Rome on September 29, 1901; he was
a student prodigy at school. He took his Doctorate at the age
of 21 in the University of Pisa. He taught mathematics in the
University of Florence. The Royal Academy of Italy recognised
his work and worth in 1929 by electing him as a member.
In 1932 an electronically neutral particle called 'neutron'
was discovered by Sir James Ghadwick at Cambridge Univer-
sity. In 1934 positively charged helium nuclei from polonium
were discovered; such nuclei resulted on bombardment of
elements with alpha particles.
Fascinated by the above findings. Fermi began further
experimentation. He opined that slow neutrons obtained from
radioactive beryllium were effective in producing emission of
radioactive particles.